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Introduction: 

 
We stand in need of a clearer revelation of God’s desire to heal.  Many doctrines 
we currently regard as orthodox actually undermine our confidence in 

ministering to the sick.  In order for the ministry of healing to be fully released 
in the church, we must overcome these hindering doctrines with scriptural 
foundations, which reveal the Father’s heart for healing. 

 
Especially since the Charismatic renewal, which moved through the Christian 

Church in the seventies and early eighties, more denominations have started to 
pray for the sick and believe in Divine Healing as set out in Mark 16:15-20. 
 

There are also many cults today which emphasise physical healing through 
various processes, but at the same time deny the fundamentals of the Gospel of 
Christ, such as the efficacy of the atonement of Christ and the power of His 

shed blood. 
 
Paul said that in the last days the wicked one would be revealed whose working 

is after the manner of Satan with all power, signs and lying wonders.  II Thess 
2:9;  see also Matt 7:21-24. 
 

And so the healings they claim are either: 
 

a) No more than mental healings.  Doctors say that 33% of the sickness 

today is psychological. 
 
b) Where demon power is the cause of sickness, there may be an 

apparent healing as the demon ceases his particular work and maybe 
commences another, or shifts to another part of the body. 

 
The devil will never let his victim go unless he is truly cast out in the “Name of 
Jesus”.  Jesus said, “Satan cannot cast out Satan.”  (Mark 3:22-26)  Satan 

cannot heal because these signs of healing are given to the believers as a 
confirmation to the preaching of the truth.  See Matt 11:2-6;  Mark 16:17-20;  
John 14:12;  Acts 2:22;  Heb 2:4. 
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Definition 

WHAT IS DIVINE HEALING? 
 
  Divine healing is not   : Mind over matter 

      Faith Healing 
      Power of Suggestion 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 “Direct Power of God” 
  Acts 4:29-30  Stretching forth thine hand 
  Jer 27:5  Outstretched arm of the Lord 

  Jer 32:17-21  Outstretched arm of the Lord 
  Luke 11:20  By the finger of God 
“The Name of the Lord Jesus Christ” 

  Acts 4:29-30  Name of Thy Holy Child Jesus 
  Mark 16:17-18 In My Name 
  John 14:13  Ask in My Name 

 
“In answer to believing prayer” 
  Gen 20:17  Abraham prayed 

  Num 12:13-15 Moses prayed 
  Matt 21:22 ) 
  Mark 9:23 ) Believing prayer 

  Mark 11:24 ) 
 

Summarised in the New Testament healing covenant: 
  James 5:14-15  “The Lord shall raise him up” 
      “In the Name of the Lord” 

      “Prayer of faith” 
 

Divine Healing is the direct Power of God, through the Name of 

the Lord Jesus Christ, to heal the sick and afflicted, in answer to 

believing prayer. 
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IS DIVINE HEALING FOR TODAY? 

 
We shall now consider five fundamental reasons why we can expect God to heal 
the sick today according to the Scriptural pattern: 

 
1. Healing is secured for us in the Atonement. 
 

2. Sickness is the result of Satan’s work, and Christ came to destroy 
the works of Satan. 

 

3. The Holy Spirit who worked in Jesus, works in the Church today. 
 

4. The sick were healed in Old Testament times, New Testament 

times, and today. 
5. The Great Commission and the New Testament Divine Healing 

Covenant command the practice. 
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1/ HEALING IS SECURED FOR US IN THE ATONEMENT 

1/ HEALING IS SECURED FOR US IN THE ATONEMENT 
 
Therefore, if the Lord still forgives sin, He also continues to heal the sick. 

 
 
1.1 Christ died for our sickness as well as for our sin. 

See Isaiah 53:4-6;  Matt 8:16-17;  Matt 9:2-7;  John 5:14 
 

Isaiah says:          “Griefs and sorrows” 
Matthew says:  “Infirmities and sicknesses” 
 

Hebrew words used in Isaiah are: “CHOLI”  and  “MAKOB” 
 
CHOLI: Translated as sickness in Gen 48:1;  I Kings 14:1;  I Kings 

17:17;  II Kings 20:1 
 

MAKOB: Translated as pain in  Job 33:19;  Jer 51:8 

 
Young’s literal translation of Isaiah 53:4: 

 “Surely our sicknesses He hath borne, and our pains 

 He hath carried them.” 
 

Note also the verbs used in Isaiah 53:4 in the Hebrew: 

 “NASA” – Borne   and   “SABAL” – Carried 
Nasa is used in Isaiah 53:12 “Bore the sin” 

         Sabal is used in Isaiah 53:11 “Bear their iniquities” 

 
Therefore, Christ suffered not as our Companion, but as our 

Substitute. 
 
 

1.2 Healing by the Stripes of Jesus 
See Isaiah 53:5;  I Peter 2:24 (note the past tense) 
Were the stripes for physical healing? 

 
a) Matthew proves that Isaiah refers to physical healing, and 

Peter quotes Isaiah. 

b) The word “healed” used in Isaiah is “RAPHA” in Hebrew. 
RAPHA used in Gen 20:17;  Ex 15:26;  Ps 103:3 

c) The word “healed” used in Peter is “IAOMAI” in Greek. 

IAOMAI used in  Matt 8:13;  Mark 5:29;  Luke 4:18;  Acts 3:11;  
10:38;  28:8 

 

We see two distinct phases of the Lord’s suffering for us: 
 

 On the cross, He died and shed His blood for the remission of 

our sins. 
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 At the whipping post, He took the scourging with stripes for 

our physical healing. 
 
   

Both of these aspects are remembered as we come to the Lord’s 
table: 

    Bread   : broken body 

    Wine  : shed blood 
 

 

1.3 Christ redeemed our bodies as well as our spirits 
 

a) Our bodies as well as our spirits are bought with a price, and 

both are God’s property.  I Cor 6:19-20 
 
 

b) Therefore let us glorify God in our bodies as well as in our 
spirits. 

In spirit by being cleansed and kept from sin. 
In body by being set free and kept free from sickness. 

 

DIVINE HEALTH is better than DIVINE HEALING.  III John 2 
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2/ SICKNESS IS THE RESULT OF SATAN’S WORK 

 
2. SICKNESS IS THE RESULT OF SATAN’S WORK, AND CHRIST 

CAME TO DESTROY THE WORKS OF SATAN 

 
 

2.1 All sin and sickness came into the world with the fall of 

man, and is part of the curse 
 

In the following passages, we see what is called the “if and but” 
covenant. 
“If” you will hearken unto the Lord, you will be blessed. 

Deut 28:1-2, 10-14  
“But” if you disobey, these curses shall be upon you.   

Deut 28:15, 20-22, 27-29, 35-40, 58-61 and 63 

 
 Ex 15:26 “If you diligently heed the voice of the LORD your 

God and do what is right in His sight, give ear to His 

commandments and keep all His statutes, I will put none of the 
diseases on you which I have brought on the Egyptians.  For I 
am the LORD who heals you.” 

 
The Hebrew Scriptures in a number of places seem to indicate God 
putting diseases upon people, but as we look into the Hebrew 

language, we see that the sickness and disease is not caused by 
God, but God allowed it because of people’s disobedience.  Jesus 
came to do the Father’s will, and “went about doing good and 
healing all that were oppressed of the devil, for God was with 
Him”  (Acts 10:38).    It is the Father’s will that all be healed.  God 

is not schizophrenic, putting sickness on us and then sending 
Jesus to take it off us.  We must interpret the word in its entirety.  
The translators of the scriptures believed it was God’s will for His 

children to be sick and so there is a slant in the translations to 
indicate this.  The original language does not suggest this view of 
the early translators.  So, in light of the whole Bible, we see very 

clearly that sickness and disease are caused by Satan, demons, 
disobedience, and the results of man’s sin (the fall), and not that it 
is God’s punishment.   God does not bring confusion, but truth.  

“Jesus healed all that were oppressed of the devil ” – not God. 
 
So we see that healing and health are God’s perfect will, but 

sometimes He permits sickness because of disobedience. 
 
Although under the New Testament our relationship to the Lord is 

based on grace, through faith, and not on works, yet we are still 
held responsible for our relationship to our fellow man.  Mark 
11:24-26;  James 5:14-16. 
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Sickness is the result of sin, sometimes directly – Mark 2:3-12;  

John 5:14;   other times indirectly – John 9:2-3;  John 11:4. 
God is glorified in the healing, never in the sickness. 
 

 
2.2 Satan and his demons now cause much of the sickness, 

disease, insanity etc., as well as promoting crime and 

degeneracy    Rev 12:3-12 
 
a) Jesus said “a spirit of infirmity” Luke 13:11-16 

Jesus “rebuked”            Luke 4:33-39 
Satan’s interference   Luke 8:22-24 
 

Jesus knew that Satan was behind the sickness, the disease, 
the fever, and even the elements; therefore, He spoke with 
authority and rebuked. 

 
b) Peter said sickness is the “oppression” of the devil.  Acts 10:38 

See also the Amplified New Testament. 
 
 

2.3 Jesus Christ came to destroy Satan’s work 
 

a) I John 3:8 in the Amplified Bible reads: 

           “The reason the Son of God was made manifest (visible) was to 
undo (destroy, loosen and dissolve) the works the devil (has 
done).” 

Jesus again revealed to us the works of Satan, and also stated 
the reason for His own coming in John 10:10.  See also Col 
2:15,9,10; Eph 1:15-23. 

 
b) In addition to the above, Jesus associated the healing of the 

sick with the forgiveness of sins in such a way as to infer that 

healing is definitely a part of His objective of nullifying Satan’s 
work. 
Mark 2:3-12;  John 5:14;  III John 2. 

 
c) Christ has redeemed us from sin, sickness and the curse – 

spirit, soul and body.  See Gal 3:10, 13;  I Cor 6:19-20;  I 
Thess 5:15-23. 
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3/ THE HOLY SPIRIT WHO WORKED IN  

JESUS CHRIST  

WORKS IN THE CHURCH TODAY 

3. THE HOLY SPIRIT WHO WORKED IN JESUS CHRIST WORKS IN 
THE CHURCH TODAY 

 

 
The Holy Spirit --- Who anointed men for the ministry of healing 
and deliverance in Old Testament times, anointed the ministry of 

Jesus, and is promised and given to individual believers - - -  is 
in the Church today 

 
 
3.1 The Holy Spirit in Old Testament times 

 
The Holy Spirit is sometimes called the executive of the Godhead, 
and we see His manifestation from Genesis to Revelation.  (Gen 

1:2;  Rev 22:17) 
 
His operation is to bring light, restoration and healing.  In Old 

Testament times, He empowered chosen men of God: 
 
 To work in gold, silver etc. Ex 31:1-5 

 To judge the people  Num 11:25 
 To deliver God’s people Jud 6:34;  13:25 
 To heal and restore  Gen 20:17;  II Kings 5:1-14;  I 

Kings 17:21-23 
 

3.2 The Holy Spirit in the life and ministry of Jesus 

 
Jesus did not commence His ministry until He was endued with the 

Holy Spirit.  Matt 3:16;  Luke 4:1,14,18 
 
His works were by the Power of the Holy Spirit.  Matt 12:28;  Acts 

10:38 
 
He will reign during the Millennium with the assistance of the Holy 

Spirit. Isaiah 11:1-5 
 

3.3 The Holy Spirit promised and given to individual believers 

 
a) Promised by Jesus to His disciples.  Luke 24:49;  John 14:12-

17 
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b) Jesus said the Holy Spirit would give them Power (Divine 

ability) to continue His ministry.  John 14:12;  Acts 1:8;  3:6 
 

c) The Holy Spirit and His Power is promised to all believers.   

Mark 16:15-18;  Acts 2:38-39;  10:44-46;  19:1-6 
 

3.4 The Holy Spirit will be in the Church as long as it remains 

on earth 
 

a) The Holy Spirit has “Supernatural Gifts”  I Cor 12:8-11 

God has “SET” (built) these gifts, together with the ministries, 
into the Church.  I Cor 12:28 
Note:  Not in the Apostles, nor in certain disciples, 

but in the Church. 
b) THEREFORE, God clothed and endued the CHURCH, not some 

particular time period of its history, nor a certain few of its 

members, but the CHURCH WHICH IS THE BODY OF CHRIST, 
with the POWER (or supernatural ability) of the Holy Spirit to 

carry on its work and successfully accomplish its task. 
 
             POWER    (ability) to cast out devils and lay hands on the sick  Mark 

16:17-18 
POWER    (ability) to do the works Jesus did  John 14:12 
POWER    (ability) expressed in the “gifts of healing, faith and working 

of miracles”    I Cor 12:8-11 
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4/ THE SICK WERE HEALED IN  

OLD TESTAMENT TIMES,  

NEW TESTAMENT TIMES,  

AND TODAY 

4. THE SICK WERE HEALED IN OLD TESTAMENT TIMES, NEW 

TESTAMENT TIMES, AND TODAY 
 

Healing has always been part of God’s work, in Old Testament 

times, during Christ’s earthly ministry, during the Apostolic Age; 
and, as God and Christ are changeless and no respecter of 
persons, we can expect the sick to be healed today. 

 
4.1 The Sick were healed in Old Testament times 
 

a) The first promise of healing in the Old Testament is found in 
Gen 3:15 where we see: 

“Her seed” as Christ  Gal 3:16,19 

“Bruised heel” as the crucifixion of Christ  John 12:27,31-33 
“Bruised head” as Satan’s defeat Col 2:15;  Luke 10:19; 
 Rom 16:20 

 
b) The first recorded healing in the Old Testament is where 

Abraham prayed for Abimelech  Gen 20:17 
 
c) God made a covenant with the people, found in Ex 15:26, 

which is called the Old Testament Divine Healing Covenant.    
Note the multitude of people to whom it was given in Ex 12:37, 
and also the result of obedience mentioned in Ps 105:37. 

 
d) Other Old Testament healings are found in: 

Num 12:1,9-15 Here sickness could be the result of 

speaking against God’s anointed  (I Cor 11:29-30 – not 
discerning the Lord’s body) 
I Kings 17:17-24 The Lord confirmed the word with a 

miracle. 
II Kings 5:1-14 Humility and obedience brings results. 
 

e) Other Old Testament passages which teach healing are found 
in: 

Ex 23:25   Obedience brings deliverance 

Ps 107:17-20            Praise is desired 
Ps 103:2-3            David believed in healing 
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Prov 4:20-22 The Word heals 

 
4.2 The sick were healed during the Lord’s ministry on earth 
 

a) Different ways people received healing: 
Matt 8:1-4 A limited faith, but sincere 
   (see also Mark 9:24) 

Matt 8:14-15 By the laying on of hands 
Matt 8:5-13 Prayer by proxy 

 

b) Different kinds of healing people received: 
Matt 8:16-17 Demons cast out 
Matt 9:23-26 Dead raised 

Matt 20:30-34 Blind receive sight 
Matt 9:32-34 Dumb spoke 

 

c) Three things which could hinder the Lord’s healing power: 
Unbelief:  See Matt 13:58;  Mark 6:5,6 

Unholy living: By this we grieve the Spirit of the Lord 
and give place to Satan who is the 
author of sickness and disease.  Eph 

4:30;  John 5:14 
Unforgiving spirit: See Mark 11:24-25;  Jas 5:16 

 

d) Note the benefits the one leper received, who came back to 
worship and praise the Lord. 
Nine were healed (Greek – IAOMAI), but the other was made 

whole (Greek – SOZO)   Luke 17:11-19 
 

e) The following scriptures indicate the Lord’s willingness to heal: 

Matt 8:2-3           “If you are willing ….. I will.” 
Heb 13:8  “Jesus is the same” 
Matt 12:10-13 Healing is doing good 

Luke 13:11-16 Ought to be loosed 
4.3 The sick were healed during the Apostolic age 
 

a) Before the outpouring of the Holy Spirit on the day of 
Pentecost, they were sent out by special Authority. 

Matt 10:1,7,8 Twelve sent out 
Luke 10:1-9 Seventy sent out, and returned See verses 17-20 

 

b) Power to teach, preach and heal was promised to the disciples 
after the infilling of the Holy Spirit. 

Luke 24:46-49;  Acts 1:8;  Matt 28:19-20;  Mark 16:17-20 

 
c) Healings performed through the Apostles and Disciples: 

Acts 3:1-11 Lame man healed 

Acts 5:12-16 Many signs and wonders 
Acts 6:8 Miracles by Stephen 
Acts 8:5-8 Philip healed many 
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Acts 9:10-18 Ananias ministered to Paul 

Acts 28:3-5 Paul experienced immunity 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 

a) The following scriptures show us that neither the Father nor 

the Son change.  That is the basis upon which people received 
the Lord’s healing in the days of old, and still applies today. 

See Jas 1:17;  Heb 13:8;  Mal 3:6;  Ps 102:27 

 
b) Secondly, we see that God is no respecter of persons.  See 

Deut 10:17;  Acts 10:34;  Rom 2:11;  Eph 6:9. 
Therefore, Jesus intended healing to be a permanent function 
of the New Testament Church. 

John 14:12  Promised to all believers 
Matt 18:18-19 Wherever two agree 
Matt 21:22 ) 

Mark 11:24 ) God honours faith 
Luke 11:8-10           Ask, seek and knock 

 

NOW … IF GOD THE FATHER AND CHRIST OUR 

LORD ARE CHANGELESS,  AND NO RESPECTER OF 
PERSONS, 

THEN HEALING IS FOR TODAY! 
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5/ NEW TESTAMENT  

DIVINE HEALING COVENANT  

IN JAMES 5:13-16 

 
5. DIVINE HEALING HAS BEEN SECURED FOR THE CHRISTIAN 

CHURCH BY THE NEW TESTAMENT DIVINE HEALING COVENANT 

IN JAMES 5:13-16 
 

Let us examine this Covenant clause by clause: 

5.1 Verse 13: 
 

Verse 13 provides a good lead into the terms of the actual 
HEALING covenant: 
 

“IS ANY AMONG YOU SUFFERING (Greek “Kakopatheo”, meaning 
to suffer evil, or be ill-treated or persecuted) … LET HIM PRAY.” 
 

“IS ANY MERRY (Greek “Euthumeo”, meaning to be in good 
spirits) … LET HIM SING PSALMS.” 

 

 5.2 Verses 14-16:    Divine Healing Covenant 
 

 Clause A: “IS ANY SICK AMONG YOU”    SICK – Greek 

“ASTHENEO” 
   
Of the 35 times this word appears in the New Testament, 20 

times it obviously means sickness or disease.  The other times 
it is used for weakness – physical weakness, weak faith etc.  
The context will show that SICKNESS is intended in this verse.    

Note that it is an OPEN INVITATION, so that if it applies to one 
sick Christian, it applies to ANY. 

 
 Clause B: “LET HIM CALL”  (literally, let him summon to 

himself)  

  
It is the responsibility of the sick one to call on this specific 
ministry. 

 
 Clause C:   “THE ELDERS OF THE CHURCH” 

 

The sick one is to call for the “ELDERS OF THE CHURCH” 
(Greek “Ekklesia”, meaning “company of called-out ones”).   
This Divine Healing Covenant obligates both the sick one to call 
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for the elders of the Church, and the elders to answer the call 

for this specific ministry. 
 
 Clause D:   “LET THEM PRAY OVER HIM, ANOINTING HIM 

WITH OIL” 
 
Some teach that the oil was to be used for its medicinal value.  

The text clearly states, however, that it is “the PRAYER OF 
FAITH” that saved the sick, and “THE LORD who RAISED HIM 
UP.”  The oil is but a SYMBOL of the Holy Spirit, by Whose 

power the sick are healed.  When a King or Priest was 
ordained, or appointed, in Old Testament days, he was 
anointed with oil, which did him no physical good, but which 

symbolised the Spirit of God, Who thereafter was to direct his 
reign or ministry. 
 

The sick one is healed, not by the medicinal value of the oil, 
but by the “PRAYER OF FAITH” offered by the elders, and by 

the power of the Lord.   
 
This clause reveals the obvious need for the sick one to call for 

elders who believe in Divine Healing, and who can pray the 
“PRAYER OF FAITH”. 

 

 Clause E:   “IN THE NAME OF THE LORD” 
 
This term, together with the words, “the LORD shall raise him 

up”, confine this Covenant to DIVINE HEALING – not faith 
healing, mind-over-matter, or autosuggestion.  This is healing 
by the direct power of God. 

 
 Clause F:   “THE PRAYER OF FAITH SHALL SAVE THE SICK, 

AND THE LORD SHALL RAISE HIM UP” 

 
It is maintained by some that, as the text reads “SAVE the 
sick”, it means spiritual, not physical healing.  The Greek word 

for “SAVE” is “SOZO” which is used for both physical and 
spiritual salvation.  The following are SOME of the scriptures in 

which the word “SOZO” applies to physical healing: 
Matt 9:21-22 
Mark 5:23;  5:28, 34;  6:56;  10:52 

Luke 8:36, 48, 50;  17:19 
Acts 14:9;  Rom 10:9-10 

 

Perusal of the above texts will reveal that “SOZO” has been 
translated as: “Shall be whole” 

  “May be healed” 

  “Were made whole” 
  “Was healed”  etc. 
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Therefore, when this Divine Healing Covenant declares that 

the “Prayer of Faith shall SAVE (SOZO) the sick”, it means 
the sick one shall be MADE WHOLE, or HEALED. 

 

 Clause G:  “IF HE HAS COMMITTED SINS, THEY SHALL BE 
FORGIVEN HIM”  
 

This clause, while indicating the connection between sin and 
sickness, says, “If he has committed sins”, showing that not all 
sickness is the DIRECT result of sin, but at times it is. 

 
This clause also infers the confession of sin prior to being 
prayed for physical healing  (cf  I John 1:9). 

 
 Clause H:  “CONFESS YOUR TRESPASSES ONE TO ANOTHER, 

AND PRAY ONE FOR ANOTHER, THAT YE MAY BE HEALED” 

 
This clause takes the Divine Healing Covenant beyond the first 

stage of calling for the elders of the Church to pray the prayer 
of faith.  This clause involves CONFESSION OF TRESPASSES.   
 

The word “TRESPASS” does not mean SIN in the usual sense, 
which is “to miss the mark” (Greek “hamatan”), or to be in 
error (Greek “harmatia”). 

 
The word translated “TRESPASS” is “Paraptoma”, which means 
to “FALL BESIDE”, or is sometimes translated in the New 

Testament as “FAULTS” or “OFFENCES”. 
 
 

       TO TRESPASS means to “pass beyond lawful limit”, or to “intrude”,  or to 
“violate the rights or privileges of another”. 
 

       TO OFFEND    means to hurt another by such an act.  Therefore it has to 
do, not with personal imperfections, but with sins against another person.  
These we must confess one to another. 

 
And significantly, such “TRESPASSES” are the cause of very much ill-health, and 

the very CONFESSION OF THEM, and praying one for  another, brings healing. 
 
This clause relating to the CONFESSION OF TRESPASSES (offences against 

another) concludes with these powerful words:  “The effectual fervent prayer of 
a righteous man avails much.”  This RIGHTEOUS-NESS is to have no known 
trespasses, or offences against another, which have not been confessed. 

 
When the elders’ prayers have not availed, it may be that they did not PRAY 
THE PRAYER OF FAITH;  but, on the other hand, it could mean that this 

important clause of the Divine Healing Covenant should be implemented – that 
is, confession of our trespasses against each other, and praying one for another, 
for then “the effectual fervent prayer of a righteous man” will avail much! 
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6/ NEW TESTAMENT  

DIVINE HEALING COVENANT 

SUMMARISED … 

 
1. It relates to the healing of the physically sick. 

 
2. James distinguishes between SUFFERING and SICKNESS. 
 

3. The sick have the responsibility to CALL, and the elders are obligated to 
answer the call. 

4. This Covenant is for believers in the Christian Church. 
 
5. Healing results, not from the medicinal value of the anointing oil, but 

from the Lord’s answer to the PRAYER OF FAITH. 
 
6. The terms of the Covenant imply that the sick one confesses his sins to 

God, and is forgiven. 
7. Apart from sin in the general sense, there may be specific trespasses 

against another believer, which should be confessed to that person, and 

prayer offered one for another, that healing may result. 
 
 

 

Trai
llb

laz
er 

Mini
str

ies
 (c

) C
op

yri
gh

t



 
Divine Healing 

COPYRIGHT. DIVINE HEALING. JANUARY 1995. A.H. SMITS. Page 19 of 34 

7/ FOUR WAYS IN WHICH THE 

HEALING POWER OF GOD MAY OPERATE 

 
We have studied five reasons why we believe in Divine Healing for today.  We 

shall now conclude the subject by looking at four ways in which the healing 
power of God may operate.  These are: 
    Healing in Evangelism 

    Healing in the Local Church 
    Healing through Spiritual Growth 

    Healing of the Memories. 
 
1. HEALING IN EVANGELISM 

 
a) As we read through the Gospels, we cannot help but notice that this 

was the approach Jesus made during His ministry.  All He looked for 

was FAITH.  The healings attracted the multitudes and then He 
preached to them, and many believed. 

 

b) We see the same thing taking place again in the book of Acts:         A 
healing miracle … crowds gather … the Apostles preached …  many 
believed … the Church grew.   

This is healing in Evangelism.  See Acts 3:6;  4:4;  8:5-17. 
 

c) Many times today in Salvation-Healing rallies, we see the Lord 

working with miracles of healing as a SIGN to confirm the Word that 
is preached, and to convince the unbelievers.  Mark 16:15-20 

 

d) This accounts for the fact that so many Christians of long standing fail 
to receive healing in such campaigns, while inexperienced “babes in 

Christ” are miraculously delivered.  In fact, we have known cases 
where a person has been healed in the body before being saved, 
usually accepting Christ later. 

 
 
2. HEALING IN THE LOCAL CHURCH 

 
We see now a change of approach and purpose.  In Evangelism, the 
approach was simple faith in the Full Gospel of Christ, and the purpose 

was mainly to confirm the Word and to convince the unbelievers. 
 
The approach in the Local Church often requires further instruction, 

because the purpose is that the believer might be restored both 
physically and spiritually according to their rightful, blood-bought 
heritage.  We see, then, two provisions made: 
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a) The Divine Healing Covenant – Jas 5:14-16, discussed previously.  

Here we call for the Elders of the Church, not the Evangelists.    
Furthermore, this approach sometimes involves humbling, self-
examination, confession and spiritual restoration. 

 
b) The Lord’s Supper – I Cor 11:23-32.  The Lord’s Table is the believer’s 

place of self-judgment, and has a definite connection with sickness 

and healing. 
 

i. Verse 30 says:  “FOR THIS REASON many are weak and sick 

among you, and many sleep”, or die prematurely.  The CAUSE is 
given in verses 27-29, and the key is the word “UNWORTHY”.  
This describes the MANNER in which we partake of the Lord’s 

Supper, and NOT the condition. 
 

ii. Verse 29 says:  “DISCERNING THE LORD’S BODY”.   

 
Firstly,  the broken Body of Christ secured physical healing for 

our mortal bodies, just as the Blood brought cleansing from sin.  
Exodus 12 records the Passover – the Blood of the Lamb was a 
token of Israel’s redemption, the Body of the Lamb was eaten 

for their physical strength. 
 
Secondly,  the Church is also the Body of Christ, of which we 

all are members.   
 
Weakness and sickness may result from partaking of the Lord’s 

Table while our relationship with our fellow members is not 
right. 

 

iii. Verse 28:   The alternative is to partake IN A WORTHY 
MANNER, by examining ourselves, discerning the Lord’s Body, 
and being cleansed and healed.  Thus the CUP is to us a “Cup of 

Blessing” (I Cor 10:16), and to us the BREAD is the “Communion 
(or participation) of the Body of Christ”  (I Cor 10:16-17). 

 

So we see that Jas 5:14-16 applies to calling the elders to the 
home, whereas the Lord’s Supper is God’s provision in the 

assembly of believers.  None need take their sickness past the 
Lord’s Table. 
 

 
3. HEALING THROUGH SPIRITUAL GROWTH 
 

In each of the previous two ways, there is a certain personal 
responsibility on the part of the believer seeking healing.  We shall now 
bring out some other personal spiritual exercises by which the believer 

may receive healing. 
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a) Healing through Personal Faith in the Word of God 

 
i. Romans 12:3 states that God has given to every man a measure 

of faith.  Then we see further in Rom 10:17 that we can 

increase our faith through hearing, reading and meditating upon 
the Word of God.  This may meet with opposition from the 
natural reasoning of the mind;  it may have to contend with 

ideas that have already settled in the subconscious through 
previous wrong believing; but at last under the anointing of the 
Holy Spirit, our inner being responds with our Amen to the 

promises of the Word of God.  Ps 107:20 
ii. Physical healing results when the appropriate passage from the 

Word of God has been HEARD or READ, allowed to ABIDE or 

DWELL in the heart (Jn 15:7;  Col 3:16) and is CONFESSED with 
the MOUTH (Rom 10:9-10). 
 

Note: “Salvation is Wholeness”, spiritually and physically.  
The believer can answer the devil, feelings, symptoms, fears, 

human reasoning and sceptics with the Word of God, provided 
the Word is first BELIEVED IN THE HEART. 

 

 
b) Healing through the Believer’s Authority 
 

i. The believer may receive healing from sickness by the exercise 
of his divinely delegated Authority.  Luke 10:19;  Matt 10:1  See 
also Eph 1:15-23;  2:4-6;  Col 2:10;  3:1-3,   for the believer’s 

identification with the exalted, enthroned Christ. 
 

ii. The believer is IDENTIFIED with Christ in His victory over the 

devil and all his works.  Thus we are exhorted to “RESIST” the 
devil (Jas 4:7;        I Peter 5:8-9), to “STAND” against him (Eph 
6:10-13), and to “TREAD UPON” his power (Lu 10:19;  Ps 

91:13). 
 

PHYSICAL HEALING may be experienced by the exercise of the 

BELIEVER’S AUTHORITY over the devil and all his works. 
 

 
c) Healing through the Fruit of the Spirit in the Believer’s Life   Gal 5:22 
 

i. It is known that many diseases result from forms of wrong 
thinking, negative believing and various distempers of life, such 
as those included in the Works of the Flesh – Gal 5:19-21. 

Consequently, Healing results from overcoming those causes, by 
developing the NINE-FOLD FRUIT OF THE SPIRIT OF CHRIST. 
So the indwelling Spirit of Christ gives the believer Authority and 

also produces the CHARACTER, or Nature of Christ. 
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ii. The Fruit of the Spirit in the Believer’s life will produce a healthy 

spirit, and a healthy mind, the result of which is a healthy body 
and often the actual HEALING of sickness in the body 

 

“BELOVED, I PRAY THAT YOU MAY PROSPER IN  ALL 
THINGS AND BE IN HEALTH, JUST AS YOUR SOUL 
PROSPERS.”     III John 2 

 
4. HEALING OF THE MEMORIES 
 

Healing of the memories has to do with the healing of the subconscious 
mind through counsel and specific prayer.  The mind consists of 
approximately 1/10 conscious mind and 9/10 subconscious mind.     

 
We are, to some extent, the product of the circumstances under which 
we’ve grown up.  These events are recorded in the subconscious mind, 

out of which now come forth many of our motivations, our approach to 
life and our circumstances, etc. 

 
If we have had a traumatic situation in life, this may have impacted the 
sub-conscious and, although the conscious mind has forgotten, we still 

find ourselves having undesirable responses to certain situations. 
 
Through counsel and prayer, these things can be revealed through the 

Gifts of the Holy Spirit and prayed for, asking the Lord for healing. 
 
In Luke 4:18, the Amplified Bible speaks of Jesus’ anointing to heal the 

BRUISED, the BROKEN DOWN BY CALAMITY, and the DOWNTRODDEN, 
and to RELEASE THE CAPTIVES.  These areas can certainly be applied to 
the emotions and inner healing. 

 
These are some of the principles of Victorious Living.  As we follow them, we 
will find that it is the fulfilment of the prayer of the Apostle Paul in I Thess 5:23 

– 
 
 “AND THE VERY GOD OF PEACE SANCTIFY YOU 

 WHOLLY;  AND I PRAY GOD YOUR WHOLE SPIRIT 
 AND SOUL AND BODY BE PRESERVED BLAMELESS 

 UNTO THE COMING OF OUR LORD JESUS CHRIST.” 
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8/ HINDRANCES TO HEALING 

 
When some people have not been healed, they have been told they did not 
have enough faith.  Biblically, however, we never see or hear of Jesus telling 

anyone this.  I do believe that many people are not being healed because of a 
lack of faith, but it’s not their lack of faith – it is the corporate unbelief that 
exists throughout the Church! 

 
We need to recognise a number of common hindrances to healing. 

 
1. CORPORATE UNBELIEF 
 

There is only one instance where Jesus desired to do miracles and 
perform heal-ings, but could not.  The Bible does not record that Jesus 
would not, but that He could not!  We find this episode in Mark 6:1-6. 

 
Jesus was unable to perform mighty miracles and healings because of 
the corpor-ate unbelief in Nazareth.  He was able to heal a few sick 

people, but that was all.  Is it not much the same with us today?    We 
have seen only the occasional miracle, and are able to see only a few sick 
people healed, when God wants to do so much more. 

 
I do not believe it is biblical to tell people they do not have the faith 
necessary to receive healing.  There is no record of Jesus ever saying 

that to anyone.  How-ever, corporate unbelief did stop Him from moving 
in the miraculous, and that unbelief continues to prevail today.  Because 
the Church as a whole lacks a strong conviction of God’s willingness to 

heal, we see only a few sick people healed. 
 

We need to recover an understanding of healing as a foundational part of 
the Gospel.  We must become as confident of God’s desire to heal as we 
are of His desire to save.  Until the Church possesses corporate faith for 

healing, we will continue to see precious little healing released.    We 
must teach about God’s desire to heal until it is second nature to us.  
Only then we will see the degree of healing that God desires for us to 

experience. 
 
Just one generation ago, hundreds of people with life-threatening 

diseases were being healed daily.  During the late 1940’s and through the 
middle 1950’s, multitudes of people were miraculously healed in America 
as well as other countries. 

 
There were other periods in this and other nations when the atmosphere 
of faith was such that the masses were being healed.  It appears from 

Scripture that when there is an atmosphere of corporate faith, miracles 
and healings occur quite frequently.  Conversely, when there is an 
atmosphere of corporate unbelief, we experience little of God’s healing 

power. 
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2. LACK OF PERSISTENCE 
 

Another element that contributes to the low rate of healing we 

experience is our lack of persistence.  One profound message in the case 
of the Gentile woman in Matthew 15 was her persistence in pursuing the 
Lord to heal her daughter. 

 
Although Jesus continually likened the kingdom of God to agricultural 
analogies, we still don’t get it.  Living in a microwave world, we think if 

we push the right buttons, we will get the right result.  If we don’t get 
results when we push the buttons, we figure the thing does not work and 
we quit.  We don’t understand persistence in prayer. 

 
Contrary to our false view of instantaneous faith, in Luke 18, Jesus 
equates faith with persistence. 

 
Will Jesus find faith on the earth when He returns?  Will He find us 

persevering in prayer, or quitting when we don’t see instant results?  Will 
we allow our “instant” society or our misunderstanding of His ways to 
keep us from seeing the Lord heal those whom He desires?   Jesus is 

again stating His Father’s heart to establish justice on our behalf.    When 
we understand the Father’s heart, it releases persistence in us. 

 

3. UNCONFESSED SIN 
 

 As we come around the Lord’s Table – I Cor 11:28 

 
 As we ask the Elders for their prayers – Jas 5:15-16 

 

 See also Mark 11:25;  I Peter 3:7;  Job 42:10;  Matt 5:43-48 
 

 

4. UNHOLY LIVING 
 

a) Present-day wilful sin, self-inflicted curses, involvement in various 

other scriptural prohibitions, as well as spoken words directed towards 
others.  These sins are most often manifested in: 

 Sexual sin 
 Hatred 
 Fear 

 
b) Involvement with the occult, and other areas in a person’s life that 

have not been surrendered to the Lordship of Jesus (disobedience). 

 
c) Transference of spirits:  One can come under the control of demonic 

forces through the influence of people, situations and events, but only 

when they yield through peer pressure, ‘mob psychology’ or 
disobedience. 
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9/ FINALLY, KEEP IT SIMPLE 

 
The Gospel is simple, and we must not complicate it for ourselves or in our 
presentation to others.   I’ll tell you whose sin caused the man in John 9 to be 

born blind:  Adam’s!  When Adam fell, sickness and disease entered the world.  
This is a settled issue.  Our job now is to preach the kingdom of God, so that 
the nations may be reconciled to God and redeemed by the blood of the Lamb! 

 
Our mandate is to take the good news of Jesus and all His benefits to those 

around us.  What are the benefits of being restored to a proper relationship with 
God?  
 

Consider Psalm 103: 
  “Bless the LORD, O my soul, and forget none of His benefits; Who 
pardons all your iniquities; who heals all your diseases.”   

       Psalm 103:2-3 
 
The fact is, we will never understand why some are not healed.  I wish I had 

answers for those who have lost children to ravaging diseases, or those who 
were left as orphans when their parents were taken at an early age.  I don’t 
have any answers for them, because there are no adequate answers for 

situations like these. 
 
Jesus came to destroy the works of the devil (I John 3:8), and that is our calling 

as well.  We need to begin praying for the sick until they are healed.  We must 
find the power and authority that God has made available to us in Christ.  God 
wants to heal, but He pours His power through our hands and mouths.  If we 

don’t reach out, no one will be touched. 
 

Until our hearts are broken, by the sin and sickness of the nations, the world 
will continue to be ravaged by Satan.    To fulfil our mandate in our generation, 
we must regain the confidence that God wants to heal.  We must not only know 

His heart for healing, but it must beat within our own hearts as well. 
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Assessment Requirements  

Assessment is multiple choice questions and it needs to be completed for full 
assessment.  

The multiple choice questions section must be returned to us for recording all 
results. 

 Please answer all multiple choice questions on your assessment answer 
sheet. 

 

 Please mark your assessment answer sheet square with an X. 

 Select; A, B, C, D or E  

 A for True  

or  
B for False.       
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Assessmeant Sheet 

This sheet must be returned to our office for assessment and for recording into our files. 
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 DIVINE HEALING  Ps Tony Smits’ Notes 

 

10/ Examination  Paper 

 This is an open book exam therefore you are encouraged to use your Bible 

and notes 

 Each question is worth one mark, giving a total of 100. 

 Please place your Name, Address and Phone Number at the top of your 

paper. 

 Your paper must be handed in within two weeks of the time of issue.  It will 

then be marked and returned to you. 

 Please mark your answer square with a. 

Select; A, B, C, D or E  

A for true or B for false. 

 

Divine Healing is 
(1) Mind over matter. It works only with neurotic people who think they are 

sick. (T/F) 

 
(2) The direct power of God, through the name of Jesus to heal the sick or 

afflicted, in answer to believing prayer. (T/F) 

 
(3) The same as faith healing. If you have enough faith, you can be healed of 

anything (T/F) 

 
(4) When a sick person suddenly gets well, without the use of medicines, the 

only explanation is that God must have healed them. (T/F) 

 
(5) Something that only happened in Bible days. It ceased after the apostles 

died. (T/F) 

 
(6) Select three divine healing scriptures from the following:  

(A) Samson 2:9 

(B) Isaiah 53:4-6 
(C) James 5:14-15 

(D) Numbers 12:13-15 
(E) Psalm 105:37 

 

Are the following statements true or false? 
(7) Healing is secured for us in the Atonement. (T/F) 
 

(8) God puts sickness on us to make us better Christians (T/F) 
 
(9) Sickness is the result of Satan’s work, and Christ came to destroy the works 

of Satan. (T/F) 
 

x 
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(10) The Holy Spirit who worked in Jesus works differently in the Church today. 

(T/F) 
 
(11) The sick were healed in Old Testament times, New Testament times and 

today. (T/F) 
 
(12) The Great Commission and the New Testament healing covenant command 

the practice. (T/F) 
 
(13) Which three Scripture references in the Book of Acts refer to 

healing? 
(A) Acts 3:1-11 
(B) Acts 5:12-16 

(C) Acts 29:1-4 
(D) Acts 8:5-8 
(E) Acts 10:4 

 
Why the devil cannot heal. 

(14) Jesus went about … healing those oppressed by the devil. (T/F) 
 
(15) Satan can cast out Satan. Mark 3:22-23 (T/F) 

 
(16) God is JHWH Rapha – Satan cannot create; he only destroys. (T/F) 
 

(17) Satan comes to steal, kill and destroy. (T/F) 
 
(18) Satan heals people when God punishes them with sickness. (T/F) 

 
(19) Where in the Bible do we find the first recorded healing? 

(A) Abraham prayed for Elimelech  

(B) Moses healed the waters at Meribah 
(C) Moses lifted up the brazen serpent in the wilderness 
(D) Satan healed Eve’s womb. 

(E) Jesus healed the centurion’s servant 
 
The ways in which we can receive divine healing today.  

(20) Do your best to be good (T/F) 
 

(21) Discern the Lord’s Body (T/F) 
 
(22) Repent of your sin (T/F) 

 
(23) Call the elders of the church and have them anoint with oil and pray (T/F) 
 

(24) Go to the doctors and they will give you medicine to heal you. (T/F) 
 
Satan was able to afflict Job because;   

(25) Job did not have enough faith to stop Satan. (T/F) 
 
(26) Healing was reserved for New Testament times. (T/F)  
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(27) Job’s fear left an opening in the hedge through which Satan had a legal 
right to enter. (T/F) 
 

(28) Job did not have sin in his life. (T/F)  
 
(29) God is more interested in a person’s bank account than physical health. 

(T/F) 
 

To receive his healing, JOB   

(30) Needed to repent of his pride. (T/F) 
 
(31) Had to pray for his friends. (T/F)  

 
(32) Had to call for the elders of the church to anoint him with oil. (T/F) 
 

(33) Had to use the name of Jehovah. (T/F)  
 

(34) Had to sell his house and give the money to the poor. (T/F) 
 
(35) Where in scripture is the Old Testament Divine Healing covenant? 

(A) Genesis 12:31 
(B) Genesis 3:16 
(C) Exodus 15:26 

(D) James 5:14-16 
(E) Hezekiah 1:3-16  

 

(36) Where in the Scripture do we find The New Testament Divine 
Healing Covenant? 

(A) 1 Thess 5:23 

(B) Isaiah 53:22-23 
(C) James 5:14-16 
(D) Rom 10:9-10 

(E) Mark 16:17-18 
 
Effectiveness of the Old Testament Healing Covenant. 

 
(37) The brazen serpent was a part of the O.T. H. C. (T/F) 

 
(38) In the O.T.H.C not everyone could be healed. (T/F) 
 

(39) If they obeyed God the sickness was removed. (T/F) 
 
(40)Two million people kept in health for 40 years. No one was feeble (T/F). 

 
(41)Luke, a doctor went with Paul, as his personal physician, to take thorns out 
of his flesh (T/F) 

 
(42) Naaman the Syrian was healed when he washed in the Jordan. (T/F) 
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Divine Healing in the Atonement means: 

(43) Christ died for our sickness as well as our sins (T/F) 
 
(44) By his stripes we are healed. (T/F) 

 
(45) “Grief’s and sorrows” in Isaiah is translated as “infirmities and sicknesses” 
in Matthew. (T/F) 

 
(46) It cannot really be proved. It is only by the grace of God that some get 
healed. (T/F) 

 
(47) Sickness and sin are Satan’s work, and Jesus came to destroy Satan’s work 
(T/F) 

 
(48) Which 3 scriptures clearly teach that sickness is of satanic origin? 
(A) Spirit of infirmity – Luke 13:11-16 

(B) Jesus came to destroy Satan’s work – 1 John 1:8; Eph 1:15-16 
(C) Jesus healed all who were oppressed by the devil. John 10:10 

(D) Satan cannot cast out Satan. Matt 12:24-29 
(E) Paul left Trophimus in Miletus sick. - 2 Tim 4:20. 
 

The important points of the New Testament Divine Healing Covenant are: 
 
(49) Healing is in the Atonement. (T/F) 

 
(50) Some people still get healed (T/F) 
 

(51) Anoint the sick person with oil (T/F) 
 
(52) Confession of sin can bring about healing (T/F)  

 
(53) The healing covenant relates to spiritual healing only (T/F) 
 

(54) James distinguishes between suffering and sickness (T/F) 
 

Why satanic power must be either directly or indirectly behind 

sickness. 
 

(55) Satan is the author of sickness and sin, and Jesus came to destroy the 
work of Satan (T/F) 
 

(56) Sickness is the result of sin entering the world, resulting in the curse. Jesus 
came to redeem us from the curse. (T/F) 
 

(57) Satan rebelled against God in the beginning. He still seeks to destroy God’s 
creation. (T/F) 
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(58) Give two of the main hindrances to healing as we come around 

the Lord’s Table? 
(A) Partaking in an unworthy manner, not discerning the Lord’s body  
(B) Not examining ourselves in the mirror before going to Church.  

(C) Not listening to the Holy Spirit when he shows us shortcomings in 
our own life.  

(D) Partaking of the Lord’s Table, when our relationship with other 

Christians is not right.  
(E) Having confessed sin in our lives. 

 

Healing through Ministry  

(59) There is a difference between healing in evangelism and healing in the 
local church (T/F). 

(60) Healing in evangelism is to convince the unbeliever. It is an act of grace 
(T/F) 

(61) The evangelist heals the sick (T/F) 

(62) It is the responsibility of the believer to call for the elders in the local 
church. (T/F) 

(63) Healing often comes as a result of repentance and restoration of 
fellowship. (T/F) 

(64) Healing is only for super-saints. It is not for every believer. (T/F) 

(65) The believer can receive healing in the Lord’s Supper. (T/F) 

Paul’s thorn in the flesh was caused by   

(66) The constant harassment and persecution he endured. (T/F) 

(67) His broken fellowship with Barnabus (T/F) 

(68) Satan’ servants caused Paul’s “thorn” (T/F). 

(69) A demon that made him sick (T/F) 

(70) He was always physically weak (T/F) 

Paul’s thorn in the flesh was.  

(71) The things he suffered for the Gospel (T/F) 

(72) He had poor eyesight (T/F) 

(73) It was a besetting sin he could not control (T/F) 

(74) Wherever he went, his enemies harassed him. (T/F) 

(75) It was the pain in his body caused by frequent beatings (T/F) 

(76) Why Paul wasn’t delivered from the thorn  

(A) He did not have enough faith 

(B) It stopped him becoming proud of the revelations he received 
(C) People could see that, since Paul had a problem, it is sometimes God’s 

will for them to be sick  
(D) He had to rely on God’s grace to help him through life. 
(E) He had to be an example to us of persistence in spite of difficulties. 
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Ways of sickness glorifying the Lord. 

(77) When the sickness is not serious. (T/F) 

(78) When the sick person is healed. (T/F) 

(79) When the person keeps a good attitude through the time of testing and the 
answer finally comes (T/F) 

(80) When a sick person doesn’t repent of known sin. (T/F) 

(81) Sickness can never glorify God (T/F) 

Gifts of the Holy Spirit that have a direct relationship to Divine Healing 

(82) Gift of Faith – (T/F) 

(83) Gift of healing – (T/F) 

(84) Gift of tongues  – (T/F) 

(85) Working of miracles – (T/F) 

(86) Gift of prophecy - (T/F) 

(87) Discerning of spirits - (T/F) 

(88) Interpretation - (T/F) 

(89) Word of wisdom - (T/F) 

(90) Word of knowledge - (T/F) 

The Gifts of the Holy Spirit for healing are given to; 

(91) The word of wisdom is given only to the evangelist (T/F) 

(92) Gift of healing is given to the ministry gifts (T/F) 

(93) Gift of faith is given on some occasions to the sick person (T/F) 

(94) Working of miracles is given to every believer to show God’s power to the 
unconverted (T/F) 

(95) A person has ‘healing hands’ and can heal people through this natural gift 
(T/F) 

Statements describing divine healing, 

(96) A person’s will never get sick again after the pastor prays for him (T/F) 

(97) A true Christian never gets sick. (T/F) 

(98) Healing is the direct power of God through the name of the Lord Jesus 

Christ to heal the sick and the afflicted in answer to believing prayer. (T/F) 

(99) Saints of old, such as Paul and Luke still heal the sick if you pray to them. 
(T/F) 

(100) The name of Jesus is all you need to be healed. (T/F) 
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