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INTRODUCTION: 

God has always had a plan for His people, and our purpose in studying the 
New Testament Church is that we might understand God’s purpose for us, 
His people. 
 
Exodus 19:4-6 
 
  Two conditions: (i) If you obey My voice 

(ii) If you keep My commandments 
 

Three promises: (i) Special treasure 
(ii) Kingdom of Priests 
(iii) An Holy Nation 
(iv) “Brought to Myself” (Note!) 

 
“BROUGHT YOU TO MYSELF.”  This was and is very important, but Israel 
missed it.  “TO MYSELF - A special treasure TO ME.”  If we are obedient, it is 
not for our benefit, nor for the benefit of the world.  It is for GOD’S BENEFIT.  
“You shall be TO ME a kingdom of priests.” 
 
God’s ideal would have been 12 tribes of priests ministering to the world.  The 
requirement was that they would be obedient.  But they were not obedient.  
So God instituted one tribe of priests.  Instead of 12 tribes of ministers, 
ministering to the world, they became 12 tribes that needed to be ministered 
to. 
 
Jesus would have used the Jews to minister to the world, had they accepted 
Him, like God wanted to use them – but they nailed Him to the cross (Matt 
21:33-46)  So the call and the opportunity is now given to the church (Matt 28, 
Mark 16). 
 
The children of Israel failed to fulfil the purposes of God in their lives;  
however, God’s plan and purpose for His people remains unchanged.  The 
heart’s desire of God is to bring many sons to glory (Hebrews 2:10).  
Therefore His desire and His challenge for us is that we ~ 
 

(a) Not fail as Israel of old did (Matthew 21:43); 

(b) Become a “ministering people” rather than a people who 
need to be ministered to (I Peter 2:9-10). 

 
What is God looking for?  (I Peter 2:4-6).  Jesus is the Chief Cornerstone.  
Our job is to proclaim His promises, to share the Good News.   
 
I Peter 2:4-5 

 
  (i) Chosen   “Brought to Myself” 
  (ii) Precious   Special treasure 
  (iii) Spiritual house  An Holy Nation 
  (iv) An Holy Priesthood            Kingdom of Priests 
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Israel were called to be ministers, but instead they needed to be ministered 
to, and they failed.  Jesus came to the Jews, and they failed.  Now the Lord 
looks to us and says, “How are you going to go?  Are you going to be a 
people who need to be ministered to, or are you prepared to minister?”  Many 
people do not want to become too involved.  They just want to come Sunday 
and sit and be fed, and do their own thing during the week.  If that is what 
they do, they are no different from the 12 tribes back there. 
 
We have been called to be ministers.  The shepherds never have any lambs 
– it is the sheep who have the lambs.  The shepherd must make sure the 
sheep are in green pastures, and are healthy and get the right attention.  In a 
healthy flock, there will be baby lambs, and that is how the Church is 
supposed to function.  This is God’s purpose – a kingdom of priests.  “You 
shall be TO ME a kingdom of priests.” 
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1. DEFINITION  

OF THE NEW TESTAMENT CHURCH 
1.1 The words “church” and “churches” are derived from the Greek 

“ekklesia” which simply means “A CALLED-OUT ASSEMBLY”. 
 
1.2 Heaven’s view of the Church on earth is two-fold: 

(i) The one Universal Church comprising all born again 
believers of all nations and all generations; and 

(ii) The local church, or congregation, meeting regularly in the 
Name of Jesus Christ the Lord. 

 
1.3 The word “Church” as used in scripture, then, never refers to a 

denomination or a church building, but to either the universal or 
local church which is a “called out” body of people. 

 
Denominations are chiefly the result of successive rediscoveries of 
truth since the Reformation.  We often think in terms of many different 
denominations, but God sees the church on earth only in two forms, ie 
the Universal Church, and local churches. 
 
Examples in Scripture: 
 

Matt 16:18        “I will build My Church”    which? 
 
Matt 18:15-17    “Tell it to the Church” ..which? 
 
Eph 5:25            “Christ loved the Church” which? 
 
Acts 2:47           “added to the Church daily”. which? 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The Church is People 
A clergy fraternal met on a weekday morning to hear a distinguished speaker.  
Over coffee, he asked some of the ministers where their churches were.  An 
Anglican said that his was at the top of High Street.  A Methodist answered that 
his church was halfway down Broad Street on the right.  A Pentecostal looked 
at his watch and said, with a smile, “Right now they are at work all over the 
town.”  Perhaps nothing will forward evangelism more effectively than regaining 

the consciousness that the church is people, not a building. 
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2. THE UNIVERSAL CHURCH 

2.1    Its members :   born again believers :   Jn 3:3-5; Jn 1:1 
    Its order            :   function of trinity             :   I Cor 12 
    Its ministry :   gifted men and women   :   Eph 4:11-16 
    Its head  :   Lord Jesus Christ            :   Eph 1:22;  5:23 
    Its ownership :   dispensational            :   I Cor 15; Heb 1 

 
2.2 Some New Testament analogies of the Universal Church are as 

follows: 
 

A BUILDING: We may observe that the Christian Church 
is not described as buildings, but always in 
the singular.  There is but one Church. 

 
  I Cor 3:9 “You are God’s building” 
   Matt 16:13-18 “I will build My Church” 
   I Cor 3:16-17 “the Temple of God” 
   Eph 2:20-22 “an holy temple” 

I Peter 2:5      “Lively stones in a spiritual 
house” 

 
A HOUSEHOLD: The Church is pictured as a household in 

the following scriptures: Matt 10:25;  Gal 6:10;  

Eph 2:19;  Heb 3:1-6 

 
So here we see the Church presented as a 
household over which Jesus Christ is the 
master. 

 
A BODY: There are a number of references in the 

New Testament to the Church as the body 
of Christ:Rom 12:5;   I Cor 12:12-13;   I Cor 
12:17,27; Eph 1:22-23;   Eph 4:4,12,16 

 
 The human body with the inter-relationship 

and co-ordination of all its members, is 
taken by Paul as an analogy of the Church 
of Jesus Christ to show the importance and 
interdependence of every member of the 
Church. 

 
A BRIDE: In Eph 5:23-33, the apostle Paul draws a 

parallel between the relationship of Christ 
and His Church and the relationship of 
husband and wife.  Note how the 
relationship of Christ and the Church is used 
as an illustration of husband and wife. 
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v.23 “EVEN as Christ is the head of the   
Church” 

 v.24 “Therefore AS the Church is … SO 
let the wives be” 

 v.25 “Husbands love … EVEN AS Christ 
also loved” 

     v.29 “EVEN AS the Lord the Church” 
 

Some have found difficulty in seeing the 
Church as both the bride and the body of 
Christ, but in verses 30-32 of this chapter, 
both analogies are presented. 

 
A VINE:  In John 15:1-8, Christ is pictured as the 

Vine and every believer as a branch which 
is expected to bear fruit. 

 
v.5 Without Me you can do nothing … 
v.2 Every branch that does not bear fruit 
… 
v.6 They are burned 
v.16 That your fruit may remain 

 
 

2.3 In summary, then, we see our individual membership in the 
Church illustrated in the above analogies. 
 

 In relation to the building, we are to be “lively stones” (I 

Peter 2:4-5) because of the “Living Stone”, which is Christ.  
This reveals our direction. 

 

 In relation to the household, we need to be born into God’s 

family (Gal 4:6-7).  This describes our relationship. 
 

 In relation to the body, we become “members of Christ” by 

means of His life which is in us (I Cor 12:12-13).  This 
reveals our function. 

 

 As part of the bride of Christ, we are espoused to Him, 
being united in one Spirit (I Cor 6:17).  This highlights our 
fellowship. 

 

 As a branch abiding in the Vine, we become channels 

through which the Vine produces fruit.  This reveals our 
source of life. 
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3. THE LOCAL CHURCH 

3.1 IN CONTRAST WITH THE UNIVERSAL CHURCH 

 
 

(a) The Universal Church can have no human head  or 
government, but the Lord has appointed these in the 
local church. 

 
(b) In the Universal Church, fellowship can only be very 

limited and spasmodic, but in the local church it is close 
and consistent, providing both blessing and discipline. 

 
(c) In the Universal Church, there is a vast variety of 

geographical locations, doctrinal beliefs, spiritual 
conditions etc., but in Revelation chapters 1 to 3, we see 
that Christ regards each local church separately, and 
ministers to each according to its need. 

 
We see, then, that the Universal Church consists of all born 
again believers of all generations and all nations, whereas local 
churches are identified by their various geographical locations, 
and their various levels of revelation and experience. 
 
Having been “BORN AGAIN” into the Universal Church, let us 
“JOIN” ourselves to a local church – any local church that has 
the characteristics shown in the New Testament, and in which 
we have confidence, and whose message we believe. 

 
 

3.2 ITS ORDER 
 

Strictly speaking, the only church organisation the Bible recognises is 
that which functions within the local church.  All other organisation is 
formed for the convenience of these churches and as a means of co-
ordination. 
 
The New Testament presents the local church as being sovereign, 
self-governing, and self-propagating. 
 
While local churches of similar faith and experience may prefer to 
group together for the furtherance of their particular vision, it is well 
that we never lose sight of this New Testament concept of a Church 
Universal divided only into local gatherings of believers. 
 
(a) In Rev 1-3, we have an inspiring picture of the risen Christ 

standing in the midst of the local churches of every land and 
every generation throughout this present age.  With each He 
deals directly.  For each He has a special message:   rebuking, 

warning, counselling, encouraging, commending. 
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He is not only Head over the Church Universal:   His headship 
is expressed also in each local church.  The living Christ 

seeks to manifest Himself in each local church in loving 
correction and gracious encouragement and commendation 
 
The ministry is held in His hand and the angels (ministers) 
receive their message direct from the living Christ that they may 
convey it to their respective local churches (Heb 1:7). 

 
(b) When dealing with the ministry-gift, such as that of a pastor etc., 

we note that there is a striking similarity between the ministry of 
pastor and the office of an elder.  The fundamental difference 
between them is that the pastoral gift, while functioning in the 
local assembly, need not be confined to the local assembly, 
insomuch that it is a gift which serves the whole body of Christ.  
Pastors may come and go, teachers may come and go; but the 
eldership office remains in the local church, and is confined to 
the local church. 

 
(c) Eldership, then, constitutes the local oversight in the local 

church, and is appointed by the ministries according to certain 
personal qualifications, whereas ministry gifts are bestowed by 
the Lord Jesus Christ to serve His own will. 

 
Elders are sometimes called “overseers”, presbyters or bishops. 
 

 Their qualifications: I Tim 3:1-7;  Titus 1:6-9 
 

 Why is God so specific and definite about an officer in the 
church, be it Pastor or Elder, being faithful to one wife – to 
his being a “one-woman man”?  Because it calls for TOTAL 
COMMITMENT TO HIS VOWS.  Because it means he will 
RUN from TEMPTATION – he will CUT OFF any 
approaches from any woman other than his wife.  So what if 
things have cooled off?  Such a COMMITMENT 
demonstrates that he is AN HONOURABLE MAN.  And he 
has made a COMMITMENT TO THE END.  No alternatives 
are even considered – they are not an option.  And if the 
situation has deteriorated, if things aren’t as rosy as they 
could be, he will LOOK TO THE LORD to use the situation to 
develop in him such QUALITIES OF CHARACTER as 
patience, gentleness, commitment, consideration, 
endurance, HONOUR – in short, to make him more 
CHRIST-LIKE.  This is what God requires in the marriage of 
a Pastor or Elder.  And this situation is an EXAMPLE of what 
is required in our commitment to our Lord.  Everything we 
have said which relates to the commitment of a man to his 
wife also relates to our relationship to the Lord.  If his 
commitment to his marriage relationship is not total, then his 
commitment to the Lord may also be called into question. 
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 Their work: Take heed to all the flock Acts 20:28 

Feed the church of God  Ac 20:28 I Pet 5:1-4 

Take care of the church of God I Tim 3:5  

Rule well, counted worthy I Tim 5:17 

Holding fast to the Word            Titus 1:9 

Apt to teach   I Tim 3:2 

Available to visit              Jas 5:14-15 
 

(d) Another office within the local church is that of deacon. The 
word “deacon” means “servant”.  The work of a deacon is to 
serve the interests of the local church and to assist the 
oversight.  Note the wonderful promise to faithful deacons in 
v.13. 

 
Their qualifications: I Tim 3:8-13 
 
Their work:  Deacon means “servant” 

Deacons generally bear responsibility in 
taking care of the material aspects of the 
church, so ministry and oversight are free to 
devote themselves to the spiritual needs of 
the church. 
 
 

   ELDER    ~ OVERSEER   ~    SHEPHERD 
 
     Elder  Presbuteros        Acts 20:17 

Shows the kind     I Peter 5:1 
      of person        Presbyter in English 

           “Mature and Wise” 
 

    Overseer Episkopos Acts 20:28 
Shows the nature   I Timothy 3:1 
        of work    Bishop in English 

     Supervisor Who Directs Workmen 
 
     Shepherd Poimainein  Acts 20:28 
Shows the spiritual Ephesians 4:11  
       ministry          Pastor in English 
            Root meaning is “to protect” 
 
   We can say, then, that the Lord has ordained that: 

(i) Elders should constitute the oversight of the assembly, 
although this eldership may also include brethren 
possessing ministry-gifts. 

 
(ii) Deacons should be appointed to take care of the material 

aspect of the local church activities. 
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(iii) The New Testament leaves scope for the appointment of 
those specifically qualified to advise, counsel and 
otherwise assist in the administration of the local church’s 
affairs. 

 
All activities, however, should function under the spiritual 
oversight of the local eldership. 

 
3.3 ITS PURPOSE 

 
It is God’s will that local churches beget churches.  In this way, by the 
law of compound multiplication, not only can the gospel be spread, but 
local assemblies can be formed as spiritual homes for those who are 
brought to Christ. 
 
(a) We see the first local church in Jerusalem.  Then, in Acts 8, we 

find it was persecution that scattered the people, and the gospel 
was preached wherever they went.  Philip went to Samaria and 
had a revival.  In chapter 9, we discover that there were 
believers in Damascus, and in v.31 we read about “the churches 
… throughout all Judea and Galilee and Samaria.”  In Acts 
11:19, we read they went as far as Phenice, Cyprus and 
Antioch, preaching the Word. 

 
(b) In Acts 13, we find that Antioch becomes another “operational 

base”.  Chapters 13 and 14 describe the itinerary of Paul and 
Barnabus.  At the end of their mission, they returned again to 
Antioch (Acts 14:26-28). 
 
Although the church at Jerusalem was always held in high 
esteem as the original centre from which the gospel came, here 
was Antioch sponsoring its own extension activities and 
becoming a base for missionary operations. 

 
Surely this is the pattern the Lord intended us to follow 
throughout this dispensation – that is, for local churches to 
establish other self-governing, self-propagating local churches. 
 
May God raise up more and more churches soundly established 
and energetically pursuing a programme of evangelism and 
extension. 
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4. THE MINISTRY WITHIN THE CHURCH 

 
In conclusion, we will deal with the “Ministry” within the Church, both universal 
and local.  There are three categories of gifts.  All three groups are comprised 
of gifts, but each is unique and distinct from the others.  They are as follows: 
 

 
Manifestation Gifts 

I Cor 12:8-10 
 

 
Motivational 

Gifts 
Rom 12:6-8 

 
Ministry 

Gifts 
Eph 4:11-

13 

 
  Tongues 
  Interpretation 
  Prophecy 
 
  Word of Knowledge 
  Word of Wisdom 
  Discerning of Spirits 
 
  Miracles 
  Faith  
  Healings 
 

 
     Perceiver 

     Server 

     Teacher 

     Exhorter 

     Giver 

     

Administrator 

     Compassion  

Person 

 
Apostle 
 
Prophet 
 
           
Evangelist 
 
Pastor 
 
Teacher 

 
Let us look at I Peter 4:7-11.  Here, unmistakably, is a statement that every 
believer has been given a gift.  Here also is a command to employ it for the 
benefit of others.  We can be confident that God would not command us to 
use something we do not possess.  So let us look at them in more detail. 
 

a. THE MANIFESTATION GIFTS 

 
In I Cor 12:4, the Greek word used for “gift” is “CHARISMA”, which 
means “a free gift”, “a spiritual endowment”.  We must note, however, 
that verse 7 says these gifts are a “manifestation” of the Holy Spirit 
through the believer.  Therefore, it is the person being ministered to 
who actually receives the gift, such as when Jesus heals the blind or 
lame.  Furthermore, we see, from verse 11, that no-one can designate 
when the gift is to be used, because the Holy Spirit is the One in 
charge of the gift working through an available and expectant vessel.  
Therefore, we need to diligently seek these manifestations, and 
prepare ourselves so that the Lord can find expression through us by 
way of these gifts, both inside and outside the church. 
 
Following is an extended description of the nine manifestation gifts: 
 

Voice Gifts 

Revelation 
Gifts 

Power Gifts 
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1. The word of wisdom:   a revelation of wisdom beyond 
natural human wisdom that enables a 
person to know what to do or say. 

2. The word of knowledge: a revelation of information for a 
person, group or situation that could 
not have been known by any natural 
means. 

3. Faith:  the kind of wonder-working faith that 
moves mountains and waits 
expectantly for results. 

4. Gifts of healings:   the many different ways and varieties 
of degrees in which God manifests 
healing. 

5. Working of miracles:   the demonstration of the power and 
action of God that goes beyond 
natural laws. 

6. Prophecy:   an anointed proclamation of God 
through an individual to encourage, 
exhort, or comfort. 

7. Discerning of spirits:   a person’s ability to perceive what 
type of spirit is in operation in a given 
situation. 

8. Various kinds of tongues: the languages given to the believer 
by the Holy Spirit but not learned or 
understood by the speaker. 

9. Interpretation of tongues: the supernatural ability to express the 
content of what has been spoken in 
tongues. 

 
Finally, note in v.28 that these gifts are “set” in the church, which 
means that, if the church is still in existence on earth, these gifts are 
still available. 

 
b. THE MINISTRY GIFTS 

 
In Ephesians chapter 4, the word for “gift” in verse 8 – “He ascended 
up on high … and gave gifts (doma) unto men” (KJV) – means, 
literally, “a present”.  Looking at this verse in context, we see that, after 
Jesus ascended to the Father, He presented gifts of people who were 
called and gifted to lead and train the rest of the body of Christ.  They 
are people who are gifted to be equippers of the rest of the body of 
Christ. 
 
These five ministry gifts might equally well be called “equipping” gifts, 
enabling the saints (believers) to do the work of the ministry so that 
Christ’s body on earth (the Church) can function as His true 
representative. 
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It is important to note that, in verse 16, the words “men” and “some” 
are used in the sense of “mankind” – men and women.  Therefore both 
men and women can be domas  to minister to the body of Christ. 
 
There are five ministry gifts listed in this passage: 

1. The apostle:   one who establishes and strengthens 
churches; 

2. The prophet:   one who speaks forth the message of 
God; 

3. The evangelist:   one who is called to preach the 
Gospel; 

4. The pastor:  one who feeds and shepherds the 
believers;   

5. The teacher:   one who instructs believers in the 
Word of God. 

We purposely list these gifts in lower-case type to emphasise the fact 
that these are not titles, but functions.  A person does not become a 
prophet by being given the name.  Rather, he becomes a prophet as 
he develops his God-given ability to function in prophet-like ways, 
responding to God’s specific call with a willing heart. 
 
Let us look briefly at these ministry gifts: 
 
Apostle: “one sent forth” – mentioned 81 times in the New 

Testament. 
 12 Kingdom Apostles – Matt 10:1-6;  Luke 22:28-

30 
   Other Apostles   -  Acts 14:14 
   His Seal    -  I Cor 9:1-2 

Prophet: “one who forth tells” – mentioned 17 times in the 
New Testament. 

 Embracing foretelling - Acts 11:27-30;  21:10-
14 

 An inspired speaker receiving revelation –  Amos 
3:7  

Evangelist:  “preacher of good tidings” – mentioned three times 
in the New Testament.  See Philip – Acts 8 (21:8) 

 
Pastor:  “a shepherd” – mentioned one time in the New 

Testament. Acts 20:28   Could also be an elder. 
   However -  Elder:  man appointed  I Tim 3:1-7; 
Titus 1:5-9 

-   Pastor: God appointed  Jer 2:8;  23:1-4 
 

Teacher: “instructor” – mentioned two times in the New Testament. 

   See Acts 13:1 
 
Sometimes one’s office may change, or even be of multiple ministry.  
See I Tim 2:7. 
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   Evangelist  II Tim 4:5 

   Teacher  II Tim 2:2 

   To establish    I Tim 1:3; Titus 1:5 
 

c. THE MOTIVATIONAL GIFTS 

 
Here in Romans 12:6-8, as in I Corinthians 12, the Greek word used 
for “gift” is “CHARISMA”. 
 
These are the gifts we possess.  These are the gifts that God has built 
into us, made part of us, to be used for the benefit of others and for His 
glory.  Like all the others, they are grace gifts.  We do not deserve 
them.  But because God loves us, He gives them to us.  Since they 
provide the motivating force for our lives, they have been called 
motivational gifts.  They are the gifts that shape our personalities.   
 
Because God has created us with free will, we can choose to use our 
motivational gifts appropriately, or we can choose to neglect them, or 
even to abuse them.  To be able to choose to use these gifts according 
to the will of God, it is important to have some understanding of what 
they are and how they function. 
 
The purpose of our study is to briefly touch on the seven gifts by 
presenting the seven key words which identify the various recipients.  
They are as follows: 
 
1. Perceiver:   one who clearly perceives the will of God.  

We have purposely chosen this word rather 
than the word “prophet” to avoid confusion, 
since the same root word is also used in the 
two other categories of gifts. 

2. Server:   one who loves to serve others.  Another 
appropriate word is “doer”. 

3. Teacher:   one who loves to research and 
communicate truth.  We almost selected the 
word “researcher” since that motivation is so 
strong. 

4. Exhorter:   one who loves to encourage others to live a 
victorious life.  These are extremely positive 
people who can equally well be called 
“encouragers”. 

5. Giver:   one who loves to give time, talent, energy, 
and means to benefit others and advance 
the gospel.  Another word could be 
“contributor”. 

6. Administrator:   one who loves to organise, lead or direct.  
Other words could be “facilitator” and 
“leader”. 
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7. Compassion person:  one who shows compassion, love and 
care to those in need.  We say 
“compassion” instead of “mercy” since this 
word is more comprehensive in today’s 
usage. 

It is always important to look at any verses you plan to study in the 
context of the entire passage.  In this case, we should focus briefly on 
the first five verses of Romans 12 – the verses preceding the list of 
motivational gifts. 

In the first verse, Paul, writing to the Christians in Rome, states that all 
believers are to present themselves to God as living sacrifices.  It is 
only by this wholehearted dedication that our motivational gifts can be 
used as they were intended. 

In the second verse, we learn that we need to have our minds 
renewed.  How do we do this?  By an act of our will and through the 
Word of God.  As we prayerfully read and study the Bible, it becomes a 
living, personalised revelation of God to each believer, and our minds 
are cleansed and renewed. 

In the third verse, we learn, firstly, that we are to have a right attitude 
about ourselves – gratefulness and humility rather than conceit, and an 
objective sense of value rather than self-abasement.  And, secondly, 
we learn that each of us has been given a degree of faith which will 
allow us to operate effectively in our motivational gifts: 

The perceiver    has faith that God will answer petitions; 

The server         has faith which enables him to complete whatever task 
is started; 

The teacher       has faith that he can ferret out the facts of any matter; 

          The exhorter     has faith that there is a solution to every problem; 

 The giver             has faith that God will supply all needs; 

The administrator   has faith that any project can be accomplished if the 
right people are brought together to do it;  and 

   The compassion person    has faith that he can help people work 
together in love. 

In the fourth and fifth verses, we learn that we need to discern the 
various gifts in the body of Christ and to work together in mutual 
interdependence. 

In this context, we see the importance of using our motivational gifts for 
the glory of God, for this is the only way we will find fulfilment.  These 
gifts – of which we have been mostly unaware – are the motivating 
forces of our lives, and, unless they are channelled properly, we 
cannot help but feel frustrated.  But once we discover them, we 
discover a tremendous potential for happiness and fulfilment in our 
God-designed service. 
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5. SUMMARY: 

 
1. The Gifts of the Holy Spirit are gifts given to the Church to manifest 

through a Spirit filled believer. 
 
2. The Ministry Gifts are gifted men given to the Church for the purpose 

as stated in Eph 4:12-16. 
 
3. The Motivation gifts are gifts given to believers with which we may 

serve the Church. 
 
 
NOTE:     I Cor 12:28 “God has set in the Church …”  not in any 

dispensation of time, nor in the first century 
apostles, but in the Church: 

 
     Ascension Gifts 
     Gifts of service 
     Gifts of the Spirit 
 
      Without ALL of these, the Church is incomplete, ineffective and 
powerless. 
 
WE ARE ALL CALLED TO BE MINISTERS 
 
 
 
 
 
 
In looking at all of these categories of gifts, it is important that we all explore 
each possibility and, with the guidance of the Holy Spirit and the Godly advice 
of our Pastor, find the areas of service and ministry which God has 
foreordained specifically for us.  We are all called to be ministers, as we saw 
in the introduction.   
 
It is our God-given responsibility to recognise the Manifestation (Spiritual) or 
Ministry of Motivational Gifts God has deposited within us and entrusted to us, 
and to utilise these gifts and function in them in the church to the best of our 
ability. 
 

 

“I was afraid, and went and hid your talent in the ground.  
Look, there you have what is yours.  But his lord answered 
and said to him, You wicked and lazy servant.”  
 Matt 25:14-30 
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Examination Assessment Requirements  

Assessment is multiple choice questions and it needs to be completed for full 
assessment.  

The multiple choice questions section must be returned to us for recording 
all results. 

 Please answer all multiple choice questions on your assessment 
answer sheet. 

 

 Please mark your assessment answer sheet square with an X. 

 Select; A, B, C, D or E  

 A for True  

or  
B for False.       
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Assessmeant Sheet 

This sheet must be returned to our office for assessment and for recording into our files. 
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New Testament Church. Ps Tony Smits’ Notes 

6. Examination  Paper 

 This is an open book exam therefore you are encouraged to use your 
Bible and notes 

 Each question is worth one mark, giving a total of 100. 

 Please place your Name, Address and Phone Number at the top of your 
paper. 

 Your paper must be handed in within two weeks of the time of issue.  It will 
then be marked and returned to you. 

 Please mark your answer square with a. 

Select; A, B, C, D or E  

      A for true or B for false. 
 

The following Scriptures refer to the Church.  Select (A) (B) or (C) whether the 

Scripture refers to the Universal Church or the Local Church or both. 

 

1. Matt 16:18;          (A) Universal. (B) Local.  (C) Both.  

 

2. Matt 18:15-17;      (A) Universal. (B) Local.  (C) Both. 

 

3. Eph 5:25;             (A) Universal. (B) Local.  (C) Both.    

 

4. Acts 2:47;            (A) Universal. (B) Local.  (C) Both.  

 

5. Acts 12:5             (A) Universal. (B) Local.  (C) Both. 

  

Difference between the Universal Church and the Local Church. Questions 6 to 

24 

The Universal church 

 

6. The Universal Church can have no human head or government.  (True or False) 

 

7.The Universal Church is a denomination that calls itself the “One True Church”. 

(True or False) 

 

8. In the Universal Church, fellowship can only be very limited. (True or False) 

 

9. In the Universal Church, there are a vast variety of geographical locations (True or 

False) 

 

10. A council of deacons and elders govern the Universal Church.   (True or False) 

 

11. There are a vast variety of doctrinal beliefs in the Universal Church. (True or 

False) 

 

12. The Universal Church is founded on Peter, as the first Pope. (True or False) 

 

X 
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13. In the Universal Church, there are a vast variety of spiritual conditions. (True or 

False) 

 

14. In the Universal Church, there are many forms of Church government. (True or 

False) 

 

15. In the Universal Church, women function in a subservient role. (True or False) 

 

16. The Universal Church is comprised of all born-again believers of all nations and 

all generations. (True or false) 

 

The Local Church 

17. Christ regards each local church separately, and ministers to each according to its 

need (True or False) 

 

18. A deacon in one local church is a deacon in every church. (True or False) 

 

19. Local churches are in many different geographical locations.   (True or False)    

 

20. Their various levels of revelation and experience identify local churches.    (True 

or False) 

 

21. The five-fold ministry gifts are part of the local church. (True or False) 

 

22. All local churches all have the same forms of government and doctrine and 

practice.  (True or False) 

 

23. To be a member of a local church is the same as being a member of the Universal 

Church. (True or False)  

 

24. Fallible human beings govern each local church.  (True or False) 

 

The Church is illustrated by five analogies as listed in questions 25 to 29. 

Which illustration fits the analogy? 

 

     Analogy                                              Illustration  

25. Bride;              (A) Direction. (B) Relationship. (C) Function. 

 (D) Fellowship (E) Source of Life  

 

26. Branches.        (A) Direction. (B) Relationship. (C) Function. 

 (D) Fellowship (E) Source of Life 

 

27. Living stones.  (A) Direction. (B) Relationship. (C) Function. 

 (D) Fellowship (E) Source of Life   

 

28. Body.                (A) Direction. (B) Relationship. (C) Function. 

 (D) Fellowship (E) Source of Life 

 

29. Household.      (A) Direction. (B) Relationship. (C) Function. 

 (D) Fellowship (E) Source of Life 
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The purpose of the local church is: 

30. To be a witness for Christ in the local area. (True or False) 

 

31. To carry out the instructions of the of the leaders of the mother church (True or 

False) 

 

32. To form new local churches as spiritual homes for those being brought to Christ 

(True or false) 

 

33. To be a self-governing, self-propagating, self-supporting local expression of 

Christ. (True or False) 

 

34 Which one of the following statements regarding elders is true? 
A. An elder function in a local church is to show people where to sit. 

B. An elder is appointed by man to oversee the local church to which he is 

appointed. 

C. An elder of a local church is an elder in the universal body of Christ too. 

D. An elder is appointed by God to oversee the local church and not by man. 

E. An elder is based on his age alone.  

 

35. Which of the following statements regarding pastors are true? 

A. A pastor is appointed by a mother church to control a daughter church. 

B. A pastor has no special place in any local church. 

C. A pastor is appointed by man and not confined to a local assembly. 

D. A pastor has total authority in a local church. 

E. A pastor is appointed by God and not confined to a local assembly.  

 

The functions of the five ministry gifts 

36. The ministry gift of apostle ceased with the death of John, therefore there is no 

function in the body of Christ now (True or False) 

 

37. The evangelist one who is called to preach the Gospel. (True or False) 

 

38. The apostle is called to preach the Gospel. (True or False) 

 

39. A pastor is the same as a prophet (True or False) 

 

40.The apostle is one who establishes and strengthens churches; True or False) 

 

41. A teacher is one who studies the Word of God and teaches philosophy. (True or 

False) 

 

42. A teacher may also function as an apostle. (True or False) 

 

43. An evangelist usually preaches a simple message that an unbeliever can 

understand.  (True or False) 

 

44. An evangelist is one appointed to the local church. (True or False) 

 

45. An evangelist goes about establishing new churches (True or False) 

 

46.The prophet one who speaks forth the message of God; (True or False) 
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47. A prophet is the same as a fortune-teller. (True or False) 

 

48. A pastor is one who concentrates only in a teaching ministry. (True or False)  

 

49. A prophet may warn people of coming events. (True or False) 

 

50. A teacher is an instructor of the Word of God. (True or False) 

 

51. An apostle may function in any of the five ministry gifts (True or False) 

 

52. A pastor is one who feeds and shepherds the believers (True or False) 

 

53. The purpose of the Ministry Gifts as outlined in Ephesians 4? 

A. Ephesians 4 does not clearly show the purpose of the ministry Gifts in 

relationship to the body of Christ. 

B. These five ministry gifts might equally well be called “equipping” gifts, 

enabling the saints (believers) to do the work of the ministry in the local 

church. 

C. The saints (believers) who are well equipped by their faith only do the 

work of the ministry so that Christ’s body on earth (the Church) can 

function as His true representative. And the ministry gifts have no function 

in this area. 

D.These five ministry gifts might equally well be called “equipping” gifts, 

enabling the saints (believers) to do the work of the ministry so that Christ’s 

body on earth (the Church)  can function as His true representative. 

E. The Ministry Gifts as outlined in Ephesians 4 is no longer applicable in 

today’s church every believer is called to preach. 

 

The qualifications required of an Elder 

54.An elder must be blameless, a husband of one wife, temperate, sober-minded, of 

bad behaviour, hospitable. (True or False) 

 

55.  An elder must be at least 60 years old. He must be a church member of long 

standing. (True or False) 

 

56. An elder must be able to teach, not given to wine, not violent, not greedy for 

money, gentle, not quarrelsome nor covetous, ruling own house well – children in 

submission; not a novice, have a good testimony among outsiders. (True or False)  

 

57. An elder must be able to teach, not given to wine, not violent, not greedy for 

money, gentle, not quarrelsome nor covetous, ruling own house well – children in 

submission; not a novice, and it doesn’t matter what other people think of him as long 

as the Pastor likes him. (True or False) 

 

58. Not self-willed, not quick-tempered, a lover of what is good, just, holy, self-

controlled, holding fast the faithful word he has been taught. Able to exhort and 

convict. (True or False) 

 

59. Self-willed, quick-tempered, a lover of what is not good, unjust, unholy, self-

controlled, holding fast the faithful word he has been taught. Able to exhort and 

convict. (True or False) 
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The work of an Elder 

60. Take care of the church of God by doing the maintenance on the buildings. (True 

or False) 

 

61. An elder must feed the church, and take care of it. He must teach the Word of 

God and be available for visitation of the sick. (True or False) 

 

62. Take care of the church of God looking after the members. (True or False) 

 

63. A pastor of the church is the elder, so the elder does the work of a pastor. (True or 

False) 

 

64. Holding fast to the Word, Taking care of all the flock. (True or False) 

 

65. Elders should constitute the oversight of the assembly, although this eldership  

may also include brethren possessing ministry-gifts. (True or False) 

 

66. When the Elders are called upon they should be available to visit the sick and 

pray for them. (True or False) 

 

All the denominations we see today were brought about because: 

67. Denominations are formed because God wanted to keep the church divided so that 

Christians would not become proud. (True or False) 

 

68. Every time God brought a revelation to the Church, man made a denomination out 

of it.  God wanted men to move on and put it all together, and have a good healthy 

church.  But each denomination opposed the next move. (True or false)   

 

69. Denominations are chiefly the result of successive rediscoveries of truth since the 

Reformation.  We often think in terms of many different denominations, but God sees 

the church on earth as many groups competing against each other for members. (True 

or False) 

 

70. Denominations are chiefly the result of successive rediscoveries of truth since the 

Reformation.  We often think in terms of many different denominations, but God sees 

the church on earth only in two forms, ie the Universal Church, and local churches.  

(True or false)   

 

71. What are some of the qualifications required of a deacon/deaconess? 

(A)  Reverent, double-tongued, likes to drink lots of wine, not greedy for  

money, holding the mystery of the faith with a pure conscience, first tested, 

blameless – their wives to be slanderers, temperate, faithful in all things; 

monogamous, ruling their children and houses well. 

(B). Not too reverent, not double-tongued, not given to much wine, not greedy 

for money, holding the mystery of the faith with a pure conscience, first 

tested, blameless – (wives) not slanderers, temperate, faithful in all things; 

monogamous, ruling their children and houses well.  

(C) Reverent, not double-tongued, not given to much wine, not greedy for  

money, holding the mystery of the faith with a pure conscience, first tested, 

blameless – (wives) not slanderers, temperate, faithful in all things; 

monogamous, ruling their children and houses well  
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(D) Reverent, double-tongued, not given to much wine, greedy for money, not 

holding the mystery of the faith with a pure conscience, first tested, blameless 

– (wives) not slanderers, temperate, faithful in some things; polygamous, 

ruling their children and houses well.  

(E) Reverent, not double-tongued, not given to much wine, very greedy for  

money, holding the mystery of the faith with a pure conscience, first tested, 

blameless – (wives) not slanderers, temperate, faithful in all things; 

monogamous, ruling their children and houses well..  

 

72.What is the work of deacons? 

(A) Deacon means “servant”.  Deacons generally take care of themselves. so 

ministry and oversight are free to devote themselves to the spiritual needs of 

the church. Deacons should not be expected to take care of the material aspect 

of the local church activities.  

(B)Deacon means “servant”.  Deacons generally bear responsibility in taking 

care of the material aspects of the church, so ministry and oversight are free  

to devote themselves to the spiritual needs of the church. Deacons should be 

appointed to take care of the material aspect of the local church activities.  

(C) Deacon means “ruler”.  Deacons generally bear responsibility  in taking 

care of the material aspects of the church, so ministry and oversight are free to 

devote themselves to the spiritual needs of the church. Deacons should be 

appointed to take care of the material aspect of the local church activities.  

(D) Deacon means “servant”.  Deacons generally bear responsibility in taking 

care of the material aspects of the church, so other deacons are free to devote 

themselves to the spiritual needs of the church. . 

 

Spiritual Gifts (as distinct from the Ministry Gifts)? 
73. There are nine gifts of the Spirit. They are: -The word of wisdom: the word of 

knowledge; discerning of spirits. faith, gifts of healings, working of miracles; various 

kinds of tongues, interpretation of tongues and prophecy. (True or False):   

 

74. There are many gifts of the Spirit.  Some of them are; -The word of wisdom: 

helps, various tongues, administrations, prophets, the word of knowledge; pastors and 

teachers, faith, gifts of healings and Working of miracles; Interpretation of tongues 

and Prophecy. (True or False):   

 

75. There are nine gifts of the Spirit. They may be divided into three groupings; 

Revelatory gifts -The word of wisdom: The word of knowledge; Discerning of spirits. 

Power gifts – Faith, Gifts of healings and Working of miracles; and Utterance gifts; 

Various kinds of tongues, Interpretation of tongues and Prophecy. (True or False):   

 

The Operation of the Gifts 

76. Word of Wisdom is a revelation of wisdom beyond natural human wisdom that 

enables a person to know what to do or say. (True or False) 

 

77. Prophecy is the natural ability of a person to give wise counsel. (True or False) 

 

78. Discerning of Spirits is a person’s ability to perceive what type of spirit is in 

operation in  a given situation. (True or False) 
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79. Word of Knowledge is a revelation of information for a person, group or 

situation that could  not have been known by any 

natural means. (True or False) 

 

80. The gift of tongues is the supernatural ability to learn to learn a new language 

quickly, and go as a missionary to another country. (True or 

False)  

 

81. Gifts of Healings are the many different ways and varieties of degrees in which 

God manifests healing. (True or False)  

 

82.The gift of faith is the demonstration of the power and action of man, which he 

did not know he had. (True or False) 

 

83. Interpretation of tongues is the supernatural ability to express the content of 

what has been spoken in tongues. (True or False) 

 

84. The working of miracles is the demonstration of the power and action of God 

that goes beyond natural law. (True or False) 

 

85. These gifts were for the early church only and have no application to the 21
st
 

century. (True or False) 

 

86. What is the meaning of ‘burying our talents’ in Matt 25:14-30? 
A. Not investing our money wisely. 

B. Not working hard to the best of our ability in the church. 

C. Not utilizing to the best of our ability the spiritual (manifestation) 

/ministry/ motivational gift God has entrusted to us. 

D. Thinking we don’t have enough ability to do what God tells us to do. 

E. Having a wrong attitude to god but a right attitude to men. 

 

Motivational Gifts in the Church 

 

87. The exhorter has faith that there is a solution to nearly every problem. (True or 

False) 

 

88. A Giver is one who loves to give time, talent, energy, and means to benefit others 

and advance the gospel.  Another word could be “contributor”. (True or False) 

 

89. A compassionate person is one who shows compassion, love and care to those 

who are rich. (True or False) 

 

90. An administrator is one who loves to organise, lead or direct.  Other words could 

be “facilitator” and “leader”. (True or False) 

 

91. A teacher is one who loves to research and communicate truth. (True or False) 

 

92. The New Testament church is: 

A. The church of the first century 

B. The meeting place of the first century church in the Temple 
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C. There are two meanings for the church. The first is the total company of 

believers of all ages and all places; the second meaning is a local gathering 

of believers anywhere. 

D. A large denomination, spanning every continent, such as the Methodist 

Church, or the Catholic Church. 

E. There has only ever been One True Church. You have to be a member of 

that denomination to be saved. 

 

93. How does one become a member of the Universal Church? 

A. By going to church and meeting with believers. 

B. By personal faith in the Lord Jesus Christ. 

C. By doing your best to be good. 

D. By giving money to people in need. 

E. By reading your bible and praying every day. 

 

The Church in Jerusalem as well as the Church in Antioch spread into the 

surrounding regions.  How did they differ in their outreach programs? 

(Questions 94-95 select A or B) 

 

94. Jerusalem –  

 

 

95. Antioch – 

 

 

96. The perceiver has faith that  

A. He can help people work together in love. 

B. God will supply all needs. 

C. Any project can be accomplished if the right people are brought 

together to do it. 

D. God will answer petitions. 

E. Enables him to complete whatever task is started. 

 

97. The server has faith that  

A. He can help people work together in love. 

B. God will supply all needs. 

C. Any project can be accomplished if the right people are brought together 

to do it. 

D. God will answer petitions. 

E. Enables him to complete whatever task is started. 

 

New Testament Church is. 

 

98. Derived from the Greek “ekklesia” which simply means “A CALLED-OUT 

ASSEMBLY”. (True or False) 

 

99. Universal Church comprising all born again believers of all nations and all 

generations. (True or False) 

 

100. Local church, or congregation, meeting regularly in the Name of Jesus Christ the 

Lord. (True or False) 

 

(A) Radic    Operational base for extension activities and 

missionary operations 

(B) Centric   Scattered by persecution 

(A) Radic    Operational base for extension activities and 

missionary operations 

(B) Centric   Scattered by persecution 
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